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Tlte President's Message
Sam Ti'ujillo, AFD Retirees' Association president.

ur association is now ten months old and attendance at
our monthly meetings continues to grow. Gening to-

gether once each month has been very enjoyable. Seeing old
friends and revisiting our past has brought much laughter to*Jrose attending cur meotings. The prlnary goals ofthe as-
sociation are to socialize and to maintain the friendships
that we formed while working together totps,masy yea&s.
Looking back, I remember the platoon pjc*6thut we'hbd, , '
each year, and how much fun it was toSave our families
join us when we got together. It was alu,bys sbniqthrng to
look forward to. The Retirees' Association is planning its
first summer picnic on June 9,200I, ut 4trg 4g.ga;G3lle,gos :
picnic area. I am sure that getting o.rr families iogether
again w-ill bring back many memories.

Since our last newsletter, we have lost another member. It
was with great sadness that we learned of the death of
Mariano R. Luna on February 2I,200I. Mariano was one
of the most faithful and active members of our association.
He joined the Albuquerque Fire Department on March 19,
1962 andhe retired on March l, 1984. Mariano was well
liked and respected by his fellow firefighters. It was great
to see so many of our retirees paying their last respects to
Mariano and his family - both at the rosary and at the
funeral. We extend our sincere condolences to the Luna
family.

One of the first procedures enacted by the Association was
the creation of a telephone notification system that would
allow us to notify Association mombers anytime important
information needed to be communicated, but the system will
only work if we have current information about you. If you
are not being contacted each time there is a death of an As-
sociation member, please contact any of the executive or
advisory board members to update your telephone number.

Executive Board:

Presidenu Sam Tiujillo 899-1500
Vice-president: Eddie Torres 867-2631
Secretarye Louis C. Tlujillo 873-Ij44
Treasurer; Ralph Sedillo 8Zl-7902
Historian: Herman Bishop 294-7165

Advisory Board:

charlieAlderete 620-2400 vince Ftrolcomb g97-2667
Noel Baca 836-2450 Joe Maninez g9l-ggl7
Pat Cano 873-8106 Bill Raupfer 2BI-8478
Roben cisneros 877-9357 victor sanchez 797-L022
ohn Herrera 856-1741 Frank Siera 345-4096
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A Message From the Chief As many of you may know, we are work-
ing with a major publisher to develop a
yearbook. The publication will be similar

to a school-style yearbook, but will contain photographs and historical information span-
ning the hundred-year history of the depanment.

\7e recently completed a photo session with a photographer from Turner Publication,
during which, we were able to haye most of our active-dury personnel photographed for
the yearbook. Since we are scheduling a make up session with the Tirrner Publications
photographer to complete the photo documenting of AFD personnel, I am extending
the offer to any of you who were unable to attend the first session. If you would like to
be included in the Albuquerque Fire Depanment yearbook, please contact Marie Cano
at 833-7321 for more information. This will be your final opponunity to be included.
You still have time to order your yearbook from Tirrner Publications, and I encourage
you to place your order as soon as possible. Ifyou have any questions regarding this
issue, please contact any ofthe association officert.
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The President's Message
Sam Tiujillo, AFD Retirees' Association presldent.

]J appy Anniversary. On June 9, 200l,the Albuquer
I Ique Fire Deparrment Rerirees' Association cel-
ebrated its first year anniversary. Our first year has seen
monthiy meetings and rhe arganization oi a reiephone
notification system that allows us to relay important in-
formation to all deparrmenr rerirees. .We rtiil are miss-
ing current telephone numbers and addresses for some
members; however, the executive and advisory boards
continue to update information as we receive it. Ifyou
have a change of address or telephone number, please
contact us so we can update our database.

Our monthly meetings have been both enjoyable infor-
mative. Guest speakers from PE.R.A. and the Rio Grande
Credit Union have joined us ro address our members.
Please mark the second \Wednesday of each month and
plan on joining us for a Retirees'Association meedng.
Attendance has been great and seeing the members get
together and remember our yesterdays has been urry ,r-
warding. Thank you for allowing me the opportuniry
to serve as association president during its first year. I
look forward ro serving you a second year.

L to R - Toby Pino, Victor Sanchez, Robert Jaramillo, Ron Tirrrieta
Kneeling - Rick \Winters, Leo Vivian, George Torres

(^\ ur first annual association picnic was held on June
\-/9th at the Elena Gallegos picnic grounds. Asso-
ciation members and their guesrs attended and enjoyed
egre tmeal and the fellowship of other rerirees. \fe're
looking forward to planning future summetr picnics.
Information regarding planned social acdvities will con-
tinue to be addressed at our monrhly meetings.
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Executive Board:

President: Sam Tiujillo g9g-1500
Vice-president: Eddie Torres 967-263I
Secretary: Louis C. Tiujillo 573-1544
Tireasurer: Ralph Sedillo 8Zl-7902
Historian: Herman Bishop 294_716:-

Advisory Board:

charlieAlderete 620-2400 vince Holcomb gg7-2667
Noel Baca 836-2480 Joe Martinez g91-gg17
Pat Cano 573-5L06 Bill Raupfer 2gt-g478
Robert Cisneros 877-9357 Victor Sanchez 797-1022
John Herrera 856-1741 Frank sierra 341,-4096



A Musage From the Chief f ongratulat ions to the Albuquerque
\--, Fir. Deoartment Retirees' Associa-
tion on 

" 
g.."i first year. As many of you

may know, the establishment of this organization was always a key issue for me -- one
which I promised to address when I became Fire Chief. It is very gratifying to see the
organization well on its way to becoming a major success.

Last year, we also held the inaugural meeting of the annual Firefighters' Cup Golf
Tournament. It too was a great success, and this year, we wanr ro make it even better,
The tournament will be held on Firiday, August 3l -- with a shotgun start at 7:30
A.M. It is a four-person scramble format and open to the public. The cost is $55 per
person -- which pays for greens fees, carrs, golf shirts, lunch and drinks, and team
prizes, as well as other post-tournament prizes, The proceeds from the tournament
will help to benefit Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Central New Mexico. This will be
a fun event, and it helps out a good cause. I hope ro see you all there. For more
information, contacr Liz Saavedra at 833-7321 .

Albuquerque Fire Fighters Retirees' Association
I 1510 Sunset Gardens S\W
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87121

Lonis Truiillo
2301 MalPaiz Rd SW

Albuquerque, NM 87105
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ness and sadness. Coming together and seeing old friends
at our monthly meetings has been heam.varming __ as
we reminisce of yesterday and renew old friendships.
Each of our meetings has been very enjoyable, in that
we are able to laugh and socialize as we remember our
yesterdays. As fire fighters, we created life long friend_
ships that will last forever.

Prior to organizing our monthly meetings, it seemed that
the only time we would see each other was at funerals or
other sad occasions. It was also sad to hear of the death
of a brother fire fighter weeks or even months after the
funeral. Through our executive board, we have imple-
mented a telephone notification system rhat will .nrbl.
us to communicate information about our members to
everyone in our association. If you are not being noti_
fied, it may be because we do not have your currenr
telephone number. Please conract anyAssociation offic-
ers to update your address or telephone number.

As a retired Albuquerque Fire Fighter, you automati_
cally become a member of the Reriree's Association.

s president of the Albuquerque Fire Department Re
tirees'Association, I have experienced both happi-

I encourage each and every one ofyou to panicipate in
the association. Our monthly meetings are held it7:OO
PM. on the second \Tednesday of each month, at the
AFD Tlaining Academy. The Academy is located at
I 1 500 Sunser Gardens S\7 (south of Central on 1 14th
Street).

\fle currently are working on plans for a summer picnic
for all retired members and their families. Our goal is
to bring us together and to keep us together by Lain-
taining social contact. On behalf of theAFD Retirees'
Association, I wish happy holidays to you and your fami-
lies. I hope to see you ar our monthly meetings.

Sam Tlujillo, AFD Retirees' Association president.

Association Officers
President: Sam Trujillo
Secretaryn Louis C. Trujillo
Treasurer: Ralph Sedillo
Historian: Herman Bishop

Adviso$r Board:

899-1500
873-1544
82r-7802
294-7165

Roben Cisneros
Vince Holcomb
John Herrera
Charlie Alderete
Victor Sanchez

345-4096
873-8106
28r-8478
891-8817
836-2480

877-9357
897-2667
856-1741
620-2400
797-7022



Th. first reference ro an organized fire brigade dates
I back to 4000 B.C. in China. By 2000 B.C., Egypt

had an organization for fighting fires. The great London
fire of 1660 destroyed London Bridge and resulted in the
passing of a building code and fire regulations. In the
United States organized fire departments were popular as
early as 1653.

Boston had the first real fire organization by I7I5. They
had six fire companies. During the 1850s, NewYork and
Cincinatti had paid firemen. Albuquerque has had an
organized Fire Department since the late 1800's. At that
time, the firemen were volunteers -- including the Fire
Chief who usually was a local businessman.

-We dont know the exact date of the organization of the
first Albuquerque Fire Department. An old photo dated
February, 1882 shows the "Albuquerque Fire Company,"
a Hook and Ladder Company, in front of the Montezuma
saloon. It was taken prior ro rhe incorporation of Albu-
querque in 1885. The ladder wagon was hand-drawn.
The saloon was located at the SW corner of Second Street
and Railroad Avenue (Central Avenue).

The Albuquerque Morning Journal o n February 24, 1 882,
reported that the Albuquerque volunteer hook and ladder
company was headed by Chief \William Sanguinette. It
was reported that "The Hook and Ladder Company'' is
efficient but a better water supply is needed. A big fire
was reported on March 9,1882. "The pump of the RR
news Company proved of much service. The pump was
used to fill hundreds of buckets."

On July 13, 1882, \William Sanguinette was re-elected to
Chiet The Fire Company name was changed from "Al-
buquerque Fire Company'' to "Albuquerque Hook and
Ladder Company." John Borradiale was named Foreman,
and James Blanchard was named Secretary. Names of in-
active members were removed from the membership ros-
ter.

From a newspaper column entitled "Nubs of News" on
October 8, 1882, it was reported that "The fire boys are
erecting a building for a new truck on Front Street (First
Street) opposite the Holliday and Sanguinette Saloon."

The first Fireman's BaIl was held on March 17, 1883, and
the men wore their uniforms. The lady's attire was not
repomed and the name of the Band is not known. The
location of the Fireman's Ball is unknown or the number
attending. The Firemen received their first badges on Apri,
7.1883.

A Railroad Fire Company was organized on August 12,
1883. It was called the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Com-
pany in those days. At this time the fire company tested
it's first fire hose and the test proved successfi;I.

A City \Tater tX/orks Company was proposed on August
17, 1883. At that time the City \Water Company was not
sufficient to supply fire hydrants but the hand-drawn fire
carts and horse drawn fire wagons carried their own water.
On September 28, 1883, a bad fire was repofted at the
Hub Saloon. No funher information was provided. Later
in the year on December Bth an improved'Water'W'orks
Company was decided upon. Then on December 11,
1883, the King Building sustained heavy losses after a heary
fire.

The Maden Store suffered heavy fire losses on April22,
1884. A new type ladder was purchased and arrived on
June 13, 1884. It was called a "Fire Escape Ladder" (ex-
tension ladder) This ladder apparently was similar to a 40
foot Bangor ladder. It was described as having sections
held together by brackets which allowed the sections up-
ward and downward mobility. The first fireman's tourna-
ment was held on October 3, 1884.
The eleaion ofJune 1885 allowed the citizens to vote on
whether or notto incorporate Albuquerque as a town. The
citizens voted in the majority to incorporate. Just five days
after the election a contract for installation of a city water
system was awarded.

Villiam Sanguinette was re-elected Chief and the first hose
company was organized during November 3, 1885. This
hose company was comprised of 23 volunteer members.
Two hose carts were approved for purchase by the City
commission during December, 1885. Also awarded in the
contract for the two hose carrs was 1200 feet of 2 Vz inch
fire hose. The name "Scott Moore Hose Company''was
adopted for the first hose company in earlyJanuary 1886.

Continued on next page...
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o provide fire service ro rhe southAlbuquerque area, onJanuary lg, 18g6, a
second hose company was organized. The name, '4.A. Grant Hose company',

was adopted. At this time the ladder company was known as the 'Albuquerque
Hook and Ladder Company." The company's fifteen volunreer members elected C.E. Cramer as Foreman.

Two new Gleason and Bailey two-wheel hose carrs arrived on February 15, 1gg6. The "scot Moore company,, hosecart was cream colored and the '4.A. Grant Hose Company''was colored brown. The can wheels measured 6' 3".

On February 15, 1886, volunreer members
of both hose companies, "Scott Moore," and
'4.A. Grant" held their first practice drill along
with the "Albuquerque Hook and Ladder
Company. " Although rhe water works was not
completed at this time, the volunteers were
able to hold their drill with hoses hookeo up
to new fire hydrants. The drills were reported
a success by all three companies. An election
was held on March 1866 and -Vi l l iam
Sanguinette was elected Fire Marshal by mem-
bers of the three fire companies, the Scott
Moore Company, theA.A. Grant Hose Com-
pany, and the Albuquerque Hook and Ladder
Company.

Part two of this series will continue on the spri"s 2001 Neasletter.

Sources: This information was taken from official Albuquerque Fire Depanment Ledgers dating prior to the turn of the century(Late1800's).  Credit isgiventoDave'Wendlewhopr.r*t .d"mini-researchp"p.ron"AFOHistoryonMay 30,I97g.Anotherresearch PaPer was prepared by Marilyn Lobdell on Decembe t r,1978,"nd pr.r*t.d to theAlbuq,r.rqo. lr4rrr.u-. Information
from both these papers were used in this article. Compiled by Herman Bi-shop, AFD Retirees'Association historian.

AJbuquerque Fire Company, circa 1882

congratuladons to the following AFD retirees. 'we welcome you as new

Driver Paul Garcia, Jr.
Driver Joe Hernandez
Batt. Cmdr. Ron Humphre5zs
Batt. Cmdr. GaryJones
Batt. Cmdr. Tom Romero
Batt. Cmdr. Steve Saddoris
Lieut. Manuel Solis
Lieut. Reyes Solis

August 8,1973
March 7, 1966
February l, 1982
October 4,1976
June 19,1978
June 19, 1978
March 22,7976
March 22,1976

members to the association.

27 years ofservice
34 years of service
18 years ofservice
24 years of service
22 years of service
22 years of service
24 years ofservice
24 years of service

The careers of these fire fighters represent a combined total of 195 years of committed and courageous
service to the Albuquerque community.



A Message Frorn the Chief
For me, this second publication oftheAFD
Retirees'Association Neuslener is a vindi-
cation of sons. I have always felt that the

need for an association such as this one existed, and I have long believed that once the
seed was planted, the group would flourish. The administrative board has grown from a
handful of executive officers to include an advisory board of ten additional members. It
gives me considerable satisfaction to attend the monthly Association meetings and to see
old faces that are new to the group.

I commend the hard work that each board member is doing in the recruitment of retired
AFD fire fighters to acrive panicipation in the Association, and for the diligence that
they all have shown in organizing and nunuring the group into one that shows the
promise and potential for a well-deserved longevity. I hope to see all of our retired AFD
members become active in this very wofthy and wonhwhile organization.

Albuquerque Fire Fighters Retirees' Association
I l5l0 Sunset Gardens S\i7
Albuquerque, New Mexico 8712I
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Fire Chief Morris L. Huling


