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ALBUQUERQUE FIRE DEPARTMENT HISTORY
(By Herman R. Bishop, Historian)

Since The AFD Retiree’s Association was formed on June 9, 2000 over 200 firefighters
Have retired. We felt it appropriate to re-visit the early origins of our department
Beginning in 1882 which was precipitated by the coming of the railroad, an expanding
Population, and the numerous new fire hazards that a new and growing city entails.

First, let’s have a brief review of New Mexico and Albuquerque history leading up to
The need to create a fire department. Albuquergue took it's name from the Duke of
Albugquerque, Viceroy of new Spain who spelled his name with an extra (),

A'I'hurquerque

The Albuquerque area has been known for human habitation for at least 12,000 years.
Clovis and Folsom Indians camped here. From 1540 — 1542 the Spanish explorer
Coronado led an expedition through New Mexico and the Rio Grande river valley in
search of gold and the seven cities of Cibola, After the Spanish colonization of New

Mexico in the early 1600’s, Pope the famous Indian leader led the Indian revolt in 1680

Driving the Spainards out. (Continued on Page 2)
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ANNUAL FUND DRIVE

This month we kick off our
Annual fund drive and request
For donations. As you know
We operate on donations from
Our members and supporters.
We depend on you !

Please help by sending you tax
Deductible donations to: AFD
Retiree’s Association, C/O

John Serino, Treasurer, 1504
Hermosa S.E. Albuquerque,
N.M. 87108. Any amount you can
Donate will be most appreciated.

THANK YOU !
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5318 LA COLONIA N.W.

ArIrJiUQBERQUE NEW MEXICO 87120
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
By: Sam Tryjillo

In 2013 I want to remind our members to take time to make sure that your family is aware of
your last wishes and to make sure that they understand that you have a paid up insurance policy
that was part of your retirement package. Members that also have their health insurance through
The N'M Health Care Authority also have a paid up policy of $6,000 . In assisting the families
of some of our recent deceased retiree’s I have found some families were not aware of these
benefits. I will continue to assist the families of our retiree’s as needed. Make sure your family
has a copy of your DD-214 if you were in the military and also let them know that The AFD
Retiree’s Association is there to help them in their time of need . I have driven a few of our
older retiree’s to City Hall because they did not have a copy of their paid up Insurance Policy .
Anyone needing information or assistance can call me @ 899-1500.

The 2013 New Mexico Legislative Session is underway and there a few Legislative Bills that
relate to our PERA Pension Fund that have been introduced. We are lending support to IAFF
Local 244 in their legislative endeavors. I encourage each of you to know whom your
Legislators are as we may need to ask you to contact them and ask for their support on PERA
Legislation. We can expect to see a decrease in our COLA from the current 3% to 2% however
we will continue to fight for our earned pension. Know that IAFF Lecal 244 Union President
Diego Arencon is working to protect our PERA. I will post e-mail updates on PERA issues as -
needed. I encourage you to provide me with your e-mail address if you are not receiving my e-
mail updates.

1 also want to remind you to keep us informed on any address / telephone number changes. This |

includes e-mail address changes. Thank you for your support!

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE

WE ARE REQUESTING
YOUR ASSISTANCE
AND PARTICIPATION
IN OUR ANNUAL FUND
DRIVE WHICH BEGINS
THIS MONTH. THE
SUCCESS OF OUR
ASSOCIATION IS
DEPENDANT ON YOUR
FINANCIAL SUPPORT.
PLEASE SEND YOUR
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
DONATIONS TO:
AFD RETIREE’S
ASSOCIATION,

C/0 JOHN SERINO,
1504 HERMOSA SE,
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW
MEXICO 87108. ANY
AMOUNT YOU CAN
DONATEWILL BE
MOST HELPFUL.
THANK YOU !




Page 2

In 1696 the Spaniards re-took Santa Fe and New Mexico. Credit is given to New Mexico Territorial Governor
Francisco Cuervo y Valdez for the founding of Albuquerque in 1706. The original Albuquerque was on the site
that we know as Old Town.

New Mexico was under Mexican rule from 1821-1846. The Spainish revolt led to independence in 1821. U.S.
Army General Stephen Watts Kearney took possession of Santa Fe in 1846 without a shot being fired. Kearney
with 700 U.S. Army soldiers marched into Santa Fe, raised the U.S. flag and claimed New Mexico for the United
States.

A railroad survey party arrived in Albuquerque in 1843 led by Lieutenant Arneil Whipple, U.S. Army. They were
surveying a railroad route from Fort Smith Arkansas through Barstow, California along the 35 th parallel. The
Atkinson, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad reached Albuquerque on April 25, 1880.

Initially railroad officials had selected Bernalillo, New Mexico as headquarters for the railroad. Because of high
land prices in Bernalillo they selected Albuquerque to serve the main route where land prices were much more
Reasonable by local land owners.

The railroad by-passed Old Town Albuquerque and came through what is now known as First Street and Central
Avenue. Central Avenue was known as Railroad Avenue and First Street was known as Front Street. Beginning
in 1880 the coming of the railroad created an entire new town some two miles east of Old Town within a
relatively short time. A large population explosion occurred. New buildings and businesses were too close
together. Shanties, tents, shacks, and buildings of sub-standard construction were built. This faulty construction
and lack of planning created serious fire problems. By late 1881 the need to establish a volunteer fire brigade
was obvious. Therefore in early 1882 the early origins of the Albuquerque volunteer Fire Company was
established.
Sources: “Albuquerque,” A narrative history by: Marc Simmons, “Albuquerque, Remembered,”

By: Howard Brian.

Next: We present a brief history of the Albuguerque Fire Department from 1882.

The Scott Moore & Angus A. Grant Hose Companies

Volunteer Firemen, {Albuguergue Museum
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& > DEATH OF TOM E. LOPEZ

__MAN ¥UM

On February 4, 2013 retired firefighter Tom E. Lopez, age 68, : e
IOM E. LOPEZ

Passed away after a long term illness. He joined AFD in March, NAM

1966 He was a great public servant and firefighter and retired 9/12/44 [ M BLACK
After twenty years in the fire service. Tom was hired by the late R RS B
Fire Chief Simon Seligman and the Training Chief was Ray BROWN | :;.-—g-lmv 1;";‘“”

Kubn. Firefighter training was only 8 weeks long then. There — “";‘{‘{’“?&“; T
Was 14 fire stations and about 350 firemen. j %{&?ﬁ*ﬁ%mﬁﬁg'”

Like the average firefighter Tommy worked at most fire stations throughout the City. However, he
spent most of his career at Station # 1 downtown. He was husky, strong, and had great physical
strength. In High School he was a great athlete and excelled at football and baseball. He brought his
athletic skills to the fire department and served as a member of AFD’S baseball team for many years.
He enjoyed giving tours of the firchouse to school children and showing them the equipment and fire
trucks. Tommy had a quick smile and an easy going manner. He was liked and respected by fellow
firefighters and supervisors alike. We are honored to have known Tommy and to have him

As a member of our brotherhood of firefighters. Qur sincere condolences go to the Lopez family.
.

Pat Mascarenas Dies ST T Tl
Our friend and brother firefighter Pat Mascarenas age age 68, passed ’ ﬁigﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁi 1
away after a short term illness on February 8, 2013. He was hired - HIRE DEPARTMENY |
By the late Fire Chief Simon Seligman on September 16, 1963. After ; 52 I =g
Serving in the fire service for 23 years he retired during April, 1986. _BAN NUMBER ‘

There were 12 fire stations when Pat joined the department and just
Over 300 firefighters. Firefighter training was only 8 weeks long
And the department used 2/12 inch hose. During training the rookies
Layed miles and miles of hose. Firefighters jumped off the tail board,
Hose in hand and caught a fire hydrant on the run. He was a good
Firefighter and was liked by both firefighters and his supervisors.
Our most sincere condolences to the Mascarenas family.

{NAME PAT J. MASCARENAS -J-l

08/2hgsh | 1, gk |

: |
{BROWN |[5'8% 1780
_EYES | HEIGHT | WEIGHT |

Lf - BRSNS 4 T}
SWORN MEMBER . | oo l;b%%%mj;

e ——

FEBRUARY MEETING- ON February 13, 2013 the monthly meeting of the AFD Retiree’s Association was held at the
firefighter’s Union Hall, 4100 Edith NE. President Sam Trujillo called the meeting to order. The opening prayer was
Conducted by Deacon Santos Abeyta and a moment of silence was observed for our deceased retires. Our brother retirees
Tommy Lopez and Pat Mascarenas who passed away during February were remembered. Retiree’s Paul Gonzales, Wayne
Lucero, and Jim Summers, were recognized. In recognition of his years in the fire service, Paul Gonzales was presented the
traditional firefighter’s axe by Sam Trujillo on behalf of the Firefighter’s Union, Local 244.

Our guests were: Pete Denelli Mayoral candidate, Rainier Perez, AFD Commander and Pat McKinney AFD retiree. Pat
MecKlInney announced that shortly he will be appointed to Director of the AFD Chaplain’s Division. He will be filling the job
vacated by Chaplain Jerome Rael who recently retired. Pat will direct the 13 volunteer Chaplains who serve AFD and will
look forward to working closely with members of the AFD Retiree’s Association. He retired from AFD in 2000 at the rank
Of Captain. In recent years he has been active in the Ministry and has a degree in religion. He is also active in the Promise
Keepers Ministry as well.

Pete Dinelli - addressed our members and announced that he is running for Mayor of Albuquerque in October, 2013 for a
four year term. He is a New Mexico native, He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, earned a Juris
Doctorate Degree and has been a licensed attorney in the State of New Mexico since 1978. He is a former City Councilor,
City Attorney, Public Safety Dircector, Workers Compensation Lawyer and Judge. His goals as Mayor is to bring economic
development, reduce law suits against the City, bring the film industry back, work to improve our Public Safety Departments
and to fully support Public Safety personnel, to ensure financial accountability of City Government and to improve the
quality of life for the Citizens of Albuquerque.

President Sam Trujillo reported that the retiree’s association and AFD Firefighter’s Union, Local 244 are working together
to support Senate Bill # 317 in the NM State Legislature to secure the future of the PERA’s retirement system including the

Annual COLA. All retirees are asked to contact their State Representative and State Senator to support this bill.

The Secretary’s report for the month of January was suspended due to the absence of Secretary Fred Casias. John Serino
gave the Treasurer’s report for the month of January. All bills for the month of January have paid. John reminded all that
we are still dependant on monthly donations. He is most appreciative when our members send checks which are tax
deductible to support the retiree’s association. Joe Martinez made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and a second
was made by Pablo Garcia Jr. The motion passed,

Eddie Abeita and Ralph Sedillo have started a monthly raffle for gifts donated by our members. Generally the raffle tickets
are only $1.00 each. The raffle will be held at each monthly meeting. All members are asked to participate, also they are
looking for items that our members are willing to donate. Contact Eddie or Ralph if you wish to assist.

The Historian’s report was given by Herman Bishop. Lots of good comments were made comnmending Louis Trujillo for
reading the “F.F. Proclamation,” 'and Striking the 4-5’s Bells and the Honor Guard, Bill Raupfer, John Serino, Mike _
Murphy and Joe Martinez who all made impressive presentations at both Tommy Lopez’ funeral and at the Blue Mass the
following day. Ray Flores played the echo taps along with another trumpeter. “Great job Guvs, You made us all proud.!”

Bill Raupfer, Vice President did an excellent job filling in for President Sam Trujillo who was out of town attending a
funeral for a relative. Bill coordinated funeral services For Tommy Lopez and led the Retiree Honor Guard at the Blue Mass.

The closing praver for the February monthly meeting was led by Juan Sandoval. The meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M.
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BICYCLE GROUP TO BE FORMED BY RETIRED FIREFIGHTERS

The AFDRA is planning to start a bicycle group composed of Senior Firefighters. If you would
like to ride a bike again or if you are riding now and would be interested in riding with a group,
this activity might be perfect for you. It would be great fun, good exercise, and would provide
companionship for all. All cyclists who join would be encouraged to participate in planning a
schedule and to develop new routes.

At this point, the idea is to ride around Albuquerque at least once a week. Thisis a heaithy and
appropriate activity that can be added to the association’s already established programs. In order
to accommodate the needs of new and inexperienced riders, this cycling activity will start with
short, slow rides. Adjustments can be made depending on the needs of participants.

With the goal to remain a casual, socially oriented group, with minimum structure and
regimentation, we would have no designated leader, no formal planning committee, no officers, no
dues, and no rules (except for the obvious ones relating to bicycle safety).

For more information, please contact John Serino at 505-266-1252 or 505-710-6030 or
Elariesano@comeast.net.

JUNE 1957

PHOTO COURTESY FRED TEUPELL
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January Monthly Meeting- The 149" monthly meeting of the AFD Retiree’s Association was called to
order on January 9, 2013, @ 7:10 P.M. at the Firefighter’s Union Hall, 4100 Edith N.E. by President
Sam Trujillo. After the Pledge of Allegiance Deacon Santos Abeyta held the opening prayer. A
moment of silence was held for our deceased members. After roll call of officers the meeting
continned. There were no guests and no guest speakers.

President Sam Trujillo advised that the New Mexico State Legislature will convene on January 15,
2013 for a 60 day session. An item of concern for the retirees is the solvency and future of our
retirement fund and whether or not we will be able to hold the line on our annual COLA 3 %).

It has been proposed that the COLA for Public retirees be reduced from 3% to 2%. Qur association
will be working with the Firefighter’s Union, Local 244, and the PERA Board Members to protect
our retirement benefits.

Fred Casias gave the Secretary’s report for the month of December. A motion to approve the
minutes was made by Eugene Baldonado and was seconded by Leroy Barboa. The motion was
approved. John Serino gave the Treasurer’s report for December and reported that the bills for the
December newsletter and bills for the Christmas party have been paid. A motion to approve the
Treasurer’s report was made by Santos Abeyta and seconded by Michael Murphy. The motion was
approved.

Historian Herman Bishop called attention to the new plaque “The Fireman’s Prayer,” now displayed
in the Union Hall. Our friend Frank Maestas and his family presented the plaque to the Retiree’s
Association at the Christmas party. Frank, a former AFD Paramedic Lieutenant and his wife
Dorothy, live in Buena Vista, Colorado but have maintained their friendship with our retirees.

On December 21, 2012 the City Fire Department dedicated two new fire stations, Station # 2 and
Station # 7. These new stations replace the old fire stations which will be sold by the City. Sam
Trujillo and Michael Murphy of our Honor Guard attended the dedication ceremonies.

As March 1, 2013 we will no longer run advertisement ads in our newsletter. The news of our
members and the association continues to grow and we need the space to devote to more photos and
news stories concerning our organization.

Eddie Torres reported that the Christmas Party was a success and that everyone enjoyed the great
food and fellowship. Thanks to Santa (Leroy Barboa) who made the children happy by giving goodie
bags and taking all their wishes for Christmas. Eddie and Ray Flores extend their most sincere
thanks to the ladies and every one who so graciously assisted in setting up the hall and participated in
the clean-up at the end. At an after Christmas sale Eddie purchased 100 goodie bags for % price for
next year. “Good going Eddie !”

The Eloy Mascarenas family sent a nice letter of thanks to members of the retiree’s association for
the beautiful funeral service and last alarm respects we gave Eloy. Our assistance and support to
the family was most graciously appreciated. Diego Arencon, President, AFD Firefighter’s Union,
Local 244 sent a nice letter of appreciation to Sam Trujillo, Bill Raupfer, and Fred Casias for serving
as designated drivers at the Cadet Graduation party and at the Firefighter’s Christmas party.

The closing prayer for the January meeting was given by Chaplain Mark Chavez.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

wxsxss SPECIAL NOTICE #5555
AS OF THIS ISSUE OF OUR NEWSLETTER WE WILL NO LONGER ACCEPT
PAID ADVERTISEMENTS. THE NEWS STORIES AND PHOTOS OF OUR
ASSOCIATION CONTINUES TO GROW AND WE NEED THE SPACE WHICH
WILL BE DEDICATED TO THE MEMBERS OF OUR ORGANIZATION.
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December Monthly Meeting - At 7:14 P.M. on December 12, 2012 the 148 th monthly meeting was called to
order by Vice President Bill Raupfer at the Firefighter’s Union Hall, Local 244, 4100 Edith N.E. President Sam
Trujillo was off sick. After the Pledge of Allegiance the opening prayer was led by Morris Gutierrez. A moment
of silence was held for our deceased members. A special prayer was given in memory of our two brothers who
passed away recently, Jose Suarez and Eloy Mascarenas.

Bill Raupfer welcomed fellow retirees Dennis Louder and Jimmy Candelaria as we had not seen them for a
while. There were no guests and no guest speakers. No President’s report was given due to the absence of Sam
Trujillo.

The Secretary’s report was read by Fred Casias. A motion to accept was made by Ramon Maldonado and was
seconded by Jimmy Candaleria. The motion passed.

The Treasurer’s report was given by John Serino. He requested donations to fund our annual Christmas party
on December 15 th. John will also have Association T-Shirts, caps, and patches for sale at the party. A motion to
accept the Treasurer’s report was made by Eddie Torres and was seconded by Eddie Abieta. The motion passed.

Herman Bishop gave the Historian’s report. On December 11, 2012 Members of the Retiree’s Association
addressed the Fire Cadets at the Fire Academy. Making presentations was Sam Trujillo,

Bill Raupfer, Fred Casias, John Serino, and Herman Bishop. Herman gave a talk about the history of AFD. At
the December retiree’s meeting he gave a short presentation on AFD History as well.

Fred Casias reported that we received nice letters of appreciation from Lanny Doughty’s daughter, Adele
Doughty and Jose Suarez’ wife Veronica Suarez thanking members of the retiree’s association for the beautiful
tribute paid to their loved ones and the firefighter’s funeral given to them.

Eddie Torres and Ray Flores invited every one to attend the annual Christmas party on December 15, 2012.
They reminded us to bring canned goods and non-perishible food items for those less fortunate than us this
Christmas season. The party will be held in downtown Bernalillo, N.M. at the Community Center adjacent to
Rotary Park. Santa Clause will be visiting with the children.

The closing praver was led by Juan Sandoval. The December meeting was adjourned at 8:43 P.M.

AFD Fire Cadets Graduate - On December 14, 2012 ceremonies were held at the Kimo Theater downtown for
the 82 nd Cadet Class. Nineteen Fire Cadets Graduated they were: Erin Brandow, Bryan Breeswine, Victor

C De Baca, Jeffrey Dallman, Eric De La torre, Tuan Doan, Jonah Donnarumma, Hayden Fischer, Cody Harper,
Jonathon, Harris, Benito Jinzo, Samuel Jones, Lane McConnell-Hand, Roderick Rennison, Fredrick Rivera,
Eric Valdez, Zephyr Valverde, Zachary Webb, Joseph Zamora. Chief James Breen addressed the Cadets and
Commander Kerry Hortor was the Key Note Speaker.

At the ceremonies fellow retiree Fred Casias was honored when Deputy Chief
David Downey presented him with the prestigious “Fire Service Recognition,”
Award. Fred was honored for his 31 years service with the Albuquerque Fire
Department and his continuous work with the Fire Service.

During the past Four years Fred has served as Secretary for the AFD Retiree’s
Association. He is a fire science instructor at (CNM) Central New Mexico
Community College where he teaches hydraulics, water supplies, and handling
hazardous materials for firefighters. Fred is an Adjunct Instructor for the New .
Mexico State Firefighter’s Training Academy in Socorro, New Mexico. This past |
year he played a key role as an instructor by his active involvement in the 2012
Fire and EMS Exposition.

Fred lends his computer expertise to retired members. As a community leader he
Is an excellent role model for young firefighters to emulate.

+ED CASIAS

FRED CASIAS
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DEATH OF JOSE S. SUAREZ
(By Herman R. Bishop)

Regretfully we report the death of our fellow retiree, brother and friend,
Jose S. Suarez on Sunday November 25, 2012. Jose was age 73 and had
Suffered a long term illness. When the retiree’s association was formed in
June, 2000, he became a faithful and active member for many years until
His illness prevented him from attending association functions and monthly |
Meetings.

He was born in San Benito, Texas and was raised in Minatare, Nebraska.
As a young man he joined the United States Air Force and after completion
Of his military service he chose Albuquerque as his home. In March, 1964
Joe joined AFD and after 22 years service to his community and the Fire

Department he retired with the rank of Lieutenant during December, 1986.

JOSE S. SUAREZ
Joe was an outstanding firefighter and was well liked and respected by his supervisors and fellow : g
Firefighters alike. He was a good role model and mentor for the young firefighters that he trained
And supervised. His son Joe Suarez is an active duty firefighter with the Albuquerque Fire
Department and is proud to follow in the footsteps of his father. Our most sincere condolences and

Heartfelt sympathies to the entire Suarez family.

DEATH OF ELOY MASCARENAS
(By Herman R. Bishop)

Eloy Mascarenas “Masky,” age 80 passed away after suffering

A long term illness. He was a United States Army Veteran and
Served during the Korean war. After completion of his military
Service he joined the Albuquerque Fire Department in November,
1955. He served through the ranks of Firefighter, Driver and
Lieutenant. After serving 29 years service with his community and
The Fire Department he retired in January, 1984 at the rank of
Lieutenant. When he joined AFD Art Westerfeld was the Fire Chief
And pay for beginning firefighters was $§ 285.00 per month. There
Was only 11 fire stations and about 250 firemen. There was no official
Fire Academy and training was mostly on the job experience. The first
week or two on the job new firefighters wore heavy work clothes and
shoes until their fire turnout gear and boots were ordered.

Eloy spent most of his career working at fire stations on the West side :
Of town mainly at Station # 1 as a Driver and Lieutenant. He spent T E
The last few years of his career as a Lieutenant at fire station # 10 on T
Rio Grande Blvd. As a Driver he taught pump operations and was a good mentor and role model
for young firefighters. As a Lieutenant he was well respected by supervisors and coworkers alike
For his job knowledge, fairness and even temperament. He was quick to smile and greeted everyone
with courtesy and a pleasant demeanor.

LOY A MASCARENAS

He was active in Saint Martins Catholic Church and was part of the building committee which was
successful in the building and completion of the new church. He was always proud of the work he
did during the church construction. He was an active member of the retiree’s association for many
years until his health declined and he was no longer able to attend the association functions and
meetings. Our most sincere condolences and sympathies go out to the entire Mascarenas family.




